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AFFIDAVIT OF FRANK LETO

1. My name is Frank Leto. I have the capacity to provide this Affidavit and
am over the age of 21 and under no disability. I am a citizen and resident of Reno,
Nevada.

2. In response to the letter dated September 27, 2013 from Cheryl J. King, of
the Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau, I am providing this information to
supplement a petition for exemption from the Federal Communications Commission’s
closed captioning rules filed on June 28, 2012.

3. I am the owner of the production company Zomboo, Inc., which was
established in 1999. I am seeking a closed captioning exemption for the show
“Zomboo’s House of Horror Movies” (“Zomboo’s House™). Zomboo’s House is the sole
program produced by Zomboo, Inc.

4, Zomboo’s House airs every Saturday at 11:35 p.m. PST on KOLO-TV in
Reno, Nev. (Facility ID 63331).

5. As demonstrated by the attached IRS Form 1040 for a sole proprietorship
(see Exhibit A), Zomboo, Inc. made a small profit of $370.00 this year, after operating at

a net loss of -$1,748 in 2010. Zomboo, Inc.’s only other assets comprise a bank account



that contains $484.57. Zomboo’s House is produced at Zomboo, Inc. by volunteers who
receive no compensation. Any monetary gain received through the sale of Zomboo
merchandise, such as T-shirts, coffee mugs, or DVDs, funds the website, domain name, -~
props, and makeup used in the show and does not cover all of the costs involved in
producing the show. This is not a money making operation, Zomboo’s House is a local
institution and makes a difference in the community.

6. Zomboo’s House is a locally-produced program. I host each episode in
full costume and make-up as Zomboo. Each episode consists of a campy, public-domain
horror or science-fiction movie spliced with comic interludes where Zomboo appears and
offers commentary about the movie. When time permits to fill out the two-hour time
frame, a serial chapter or cartoon is also included in the show. All of these materials are
acquired at no cost.

7 Zomboo’s House is much more than a TV show. Zomboo has been a local
icon for more than twelve years, and I appear as Zomboo at many charities and events at
no charge, such as United Blood Services, the Salvation Army, the Juvenile Diabetes
Walk, the Multiple Sclerosis Walk, Camp Git-Along, and appearances for children with
disabilities. See Exhibit B.

8. It would be economically burdensome to provide closed captioning for
Zomboo’s House. As Exhibit A demonstrates, Zomboo, Inc. made a profit of only $370
this year. According to the most recent estimate I received from Bubba Newman
Productions, it would cost $800 a week to caption this show. A second quote from
Denny Barr Captions indicated they would charge us $480 to caption each show. He

stated that this was a discounted price. Even with the discounted quote for captioning,



the annual cost to caption this show would total $24,960 per year. See Exhibit C.
Adding captioning costs would push Zomboo, Inc.’s annual loss to nearly over $24,500,
an unsustainable amount that would force Zomboo’s House off the air.

9. My program distributor, broadcast station KOLO-TV, rejected my request
for closed captioning assistance. KOLO-TV informed me “that we will no longer be able
to air your program, “Zomboo’s House of Horror Movies,” unless it is closed-captioned
or you have a favorable response to your resubmission for an exemption from the FCC.”
See Exhibit D.

10.  Although I frequently reach out to individuals and community groups, I
have not been able to secure sponsorship sources to allow closed captioning of Zomboo’s
House. Reno is a mid-size market that has been hit very hard by the housing crisis.
Many businesses have closed, and remaining advertisers have cut back. In addition,
Zomboo’s House small, cult following is not an advertising draw.

11.  As stated above, providing captions at $480-$800 per show would force
Zomboo, Inc. to cease production and remove Zomboo’s House from the air.

12. I respectfully that the Commission grant Zomboo’s House of Horrors an

exemption from the closed captioning rules.



13.  Ideclare under penalty of perjury that the information contained in this
submission is true and correct.

By:

Frank Lero

Dated: Qotober 28, 2013
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ZOMBOO’S HOUSE OF HORROR MOVIES and ZOMBOO, INC.

Zomboo’s House of Horror Movies is a two-hour program which airs every week in the
Reno, Nevada television market. It is produced by Zomboo, Inc., the production company
which is registered with the Secretary of State in the State of Nevada. The program is a.
throwback to the earlier days of television featuring a public domain horror movie hosted
by Zomboo. Zomboo and other characters are not compensated; they are all volunteers.
What little money that is generated by the show goes to pay for maintaining the set, the
website, www.zomboo.com, video tape or recording chips, props, and makeup. The show
is entering it’s 14t season, and the character (Zomboo) is considered a local icon.

Zomboo is involved with many local charities (The Salvation Army, Multiple Sclerosis,
Mentally-Challenged Citizens Group) and civic events (Nevada Historical Society,
Halloween at the Governor’s Mansion in Carson City, Nevada Day Parade, City of
Sparks Pumpkinpalooza Event for kids). Zomboo also appears at “Career Day” at local
schools to talk about the television business. Zomboo appears at no charge.
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Zomboo's House Of Horror Movies
May 17

1 had the pleasure of hosting their "f.‘nrnlng Out Party™ at The
Knitting Factory... They recently came outwith their second
studio-produced CD, "Black Magic.” Three additional bands
played, Drinking With Clowns, Bazooka Zgo,.and Scarlet
Presence, and all proceeds went to Future Kifitl, a wonderful
charity which helps underpriviledged children. A good time was
had by alll And the music was GREAT! Thanks for having mel .

e Zomboo's House Of Horror Movies
e May 6

It was great to be able to participate in this year's MS Walk at
Idiewild Park in Reno. Here Is part of our team. It was a beautiful
sunny-day and it looked like the biggest crowd yet! Thanks to
everyone wha supported and participated in this wonderful event.

Like « Comment * Share 3 3 1
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[Name / Address =

Denny Barr Captions
1905 West Thomas Street
Suite D 283

Hammond, LA 70401

Frank Leto

Zomboo, Inc.

5200 Summit Ridge Drive #4312
Reno, Nevada 89523

P.O. #
Terms

Date 10/19/2013
Estimate # 4

Due Date 10/19/2013
Other

Descnptlon-. e

P

Qty: 5l Rate i Total

: Price of transcnptlon and closed capt!onlng of 2 hour
' Zomboo Movies @ 4.00 per min.

Mr Leto, this price Is a discounted price based on 4.00 |

per minute. The average rate for this service

is in the 8 to 10 dollar per minute charge. | realize that
thlS is local programming and have

prlced it accordingly. sincerely, dennis barberio

Denny Barr Captions
dennybarr@dennybarrcaptions.com

http://www.dennybarrcaptions.com/

‘Subtotal  $480.00
Sales Tax (0.0%) $0.00
- Total $480.00

4349810678



Bubba Newman Productions . Invoice No. ZCC112513
P. 0. Box 19286 g -
Reno, NV 89511

775-825-5279
www.BubbaNewmanProductions.com

gnewman7172@sbcglobal.net
775-229-5972

! _ Invoice Date: October 25, 2013

~ Bill To: Zomboo's House of Horror Movies
' attn: Frank Leto
5200 Summit Ridge Dr #4312
Reno, NV 89523

Weekly rate to add Closed Captions to program 1 800.00 S

This is a response to RFP for Frank Leto. Thank you.

Total due upon receipt.

Invoice Subtotal | $
Outstanding invoices
Sales Tax

Deposit Received

800.00

Make all checks payable to Bubba Newman Productions

For all billing questions please contact Greg Newman
Thank you for your business!




ESTIMATE OF COSTS TO CAPTION PROGRAMMING BASED ON THE
QUOTE:

Zomboo’s House of Horror movies is broadcast every Saturday night for a total of 52
shows a year. Based on the lesser captioning cost of $480 per show, the annual cost
breaks down to roughly $2080 per month, or $24,960 per year.
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October 23, 2013

KOLO-TV
43850 Ampere Drive
Reno, NV 89502

Mr. Frank Leto

Zomboo. Inc.

5200 Summit Ridge Drive #4312
Reno, NV 89523

Dr. Mr. Leto:

As you are aware the FCC regulations regarding Closed-Captioning have changed. This letter is inform
you that KOLO will no longer be able to air your program “Zomboo’s House of Horror Movies” unless it is
closed-captioned or you have a favorable response to your submission for an exemption from the FCC.

We look forward to hearing from you and hopefully continue airing your program. Please don’t hesitate
to contact me if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

%«:ﬁ %af&;"’

Miriam Gonzalez
Media & Programming Manager
KQLO-TV



